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stadtholdcr in Holland ,; and, in 1544, gave him high com-
mand in the attack on France. In this war. at St. Dizier,
Rene was killed, to the intense grief of the Emperor, who
received his last breath. By special permission of the
Emperor, Rene had been empowered to name his heir,
and he gave all his possessions and his princedom to
young "William, his first cousin, then a boy of eleven.

It was thus that, from boyhood, this scion of the
princely House of Nassau became entitled to a rank and
to estates far greater than those of his own father or his
immediate ancestors. He united in himself the in-
heritance and the titles of the long line of Nassau-
Dillenburg, his direct forefathers. His father, who was
still alive, acquiesced in his succession, at the age of
eleven, to the vast and varied possessions of the House
of Xassau-Breda that had belonged to his uncles and
his cousins. And, by the testament of his cousin Eene
lie also obtained the titular rank and shadowy rights
of a Prince of Orange. Thus it came to pass that
fortune, by a singular conjunction of circumstances,
showered upon the lad an accumulation of traditions,
titles, and possessions derived from a long line of
warriors, statesmen, and diplomatists, who had absorbed
a constant succession of offices, wealthy alliances, and
ancestral honours granted by Dukes of Burgundy,
Emperors, and Kings of France. The man who founded
the Republic of Holland, in the teeth of such powerful
kings and princes, was by birth, by tradition, and even
in barren honour, their equal and their mate.

William, the father of the Prince of Orange, lived
entirely as a German count, administering his Nassau
dominions for forty-three years during the stormy